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Town of Stafford ZO Il JUL I 3 P b: 00 
Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission 
Special Meeting 
July 12,2017 
6:30PM 
Warren Memorial Town Hall 
1 Main Street 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Members Present: 
David Mordasky, Chairman 
Myron Avery 
Deb Szemreylo 
Marty Abromaitis 
Ken Crary 
Karl Milikowski 
Don Bradway 
Savannah Rummel, Student Representative 

Special Guests: 
Joan Nichols, Representative CT Farm Bureau 
Atty Lorin Dafoe, Legal Counsel 
Ron Houle, Liaison for Zoning and Planning Board 
David Perkins, ZEO for Town of Stafford 

Absent: 
Chris Joseph, Alternate 

Agenda: 
1. Call meeting to order, establish quorum, and pledge of allegiance. 
2. Review and approve minutes of Meeting June 28th

, 2017. 
3. Discussion of the Best Management Practices Statement. (Joan Nichols) 
4. Discussion of farm stands and farm stores. (Ken Crary and Dave Perkins) 
S. Discussion of 490 land map and how to move forward. (Myron Avery and Joan 

Nichols) 
6. Discussion of regulations concerning Vo-Ag and 4-H projects. (Savannah 
Rummel) 
7. Discussion of high, low, and medium density zones. (Karl Milikowski) 
8. Reports of areas of interest by Commissioners. 
9. Public comments and input. 
10. Commissioners vote on agenda items. 
11. Adjournment. 

1. Call meeting to order, establish quorum, and pledge of allegiance 
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Chainnan Mordasky called meeting to order at 6:31 P.M. Quorum was 
established. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. Review and approve minutes of meeting June 10th 2017. 
Deb Szemreylo read minutes from meeting on June 28th 2017. Chainnan 

Mordasky entertained a motion to accept minutes. Karl Milikowski adds that some of the 
wording about the licensing and training of restricted drugs. Myron Avery makes a 
motion to accept the minutes after corrections. Don Bradway seconds the motion, all 
were in favor. 

3. Discussion of the Best Management Practices Statement. (Joan Nichols) 
Chainnan Mordasky asks Joan Nicols to speak about "BMP" (Best Management 

Practice) Statements. She explains that there are so many accurate definitions and 
resources existing that it is very difficult to sort through the material. She did bring up a 
1993 manual that the state attempted to put together for best management practices for 
agriculture. In 2005 the capital got together and decided that it no longer should be 
updated because it is very hard to sum up the variety of practices that fanneoose. It is 
also hard to keep up with the changing teclmology. Chainnan Mordasky asked Dave 
Perkins if Stafford has a current "BMP". He states that there is a wetlands commission 
that would deal with some of those issues, but we currently do not have a BMP. Joan 
Nicols also brought surrounding towns Best Management Practice Statements. Don 
Bradway agrees, he has found a considerable amount of infonnation in his travels to 
other states and around CT. Don Bradway read a BMP that he researched and found 
online. 

4. Discussion of farm stands and farm stores. (Ken Crary and Dave Perkins) 
Ken Crary met with Dave Perkins and made edits to the regulations that will be 

presented to the Zoning and Planning Conunittee to be approved. These regulations 
would apply to any residential zone. The closing regulation was removed. The 
regulations that state the stand has to be 650 feet were expanded to 800 feet. Marty 
Abromaitis asked if it would include a building on their private property. Dave Perkins 
and Ken Crary added that the regulation would allow for that if the Zoning and Planning 
Committee approved the change. Chainnan Mordasky asked ifthe fann stand was held in 
a pennanent structure under 800ft would it need a pennit. Dave Perkins said as it is 
writtenKnow,it would be acceptable. 

5. Discussion of 490 land map and how to move forward. (Myron Avery and Joan 
Nichols) 

Chainnan Mordasky asked Joan Nichols about preserving fannland. Myron Avery 
wants to see that the farmland is listed as farmland and kept that way. Chainnan 
Mordasky asked Joan how we would go about accomplishing that. She states that overlay 
s0ll!~ l~~ ~itles would help to preserve it. It would also help save it with the tax backlash 
and~~~nsl~e to develop the farmland. Joan Nichols said that the town of Stafford may 
qualify for the State Community Fanns Program. 
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6. Discussion of regulations concerning Vo-Ag and 4-H projects. (Savannah 
Rummel 

Savannah Rummel spoke on her research in Tolland, Willington, Somers, and 
other surrounding towns. Mansfield is the only town that includes 4-H projects in the 
regulations. She also read an animal care practice statement that she drafted. Dave 
Perkins reads his edits under statemenfI'in the current regulations. Dave Perkins said 
that he would be able to create a 4-H form for students. Savannah suggested that the 
commission keep what Dave Perkins drafted and add in a section that includes a teacher 
would be supervising the project and an animal care practice statement. Her statement 
reads: 

"Students whom projects involve the keeping of farm animals are authorized, 
provided they present a statement of use, as well as, an animal management plan. 
This must be found acceptable with respect to animal welfare and potential 
environmentalJneighborhood impacts by a 4-H instructor and or school project 
manager. Animal Management addresses shelter provisions, outdoor keeping 
area, pasture and manure management needs depending on the specific animal." 

Savannah adds that more information is available from the CT Department of 
Agriculture, CT Farm Bureau and or the USDA as well as Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. She notes that these references should be utilized in preparing a 
specific management plan. 

7. Discussion of high, low, and medium density zones. (Karl Milikowski) 
Dave Perkins states that we do have high, medium, and low density zones in 

Stafford already. -:. R J PtA .f- Mf'I,

8. Reports of areas of interest by Commissioners. 
Marty Abromaitis distributed flyers and made more calls - a few were not in 

farming anymore and others had not much more to say. Don Bradway has been trying to 
drive around and take note of farming - Chairman Mordasky asks don to share those 
notes with Ma~Abromaitis. Deb Szemreylo is still concerned about how it is not clear 
about rooster~e allowed on other zones besides "A" Dave Perkins said that he can add 
in another phrase in the chart of regulations that roosters are allowed in all zones. 
Chairman Mordasky asked how long until the changes will be made. Both Don Houle 
and Dave Perkins said that it will be at least 8 - 12 weeks before it will even be make it to 
the public hearing. 

9. Public comments and input 
Chairman Mordasky opened the public comment portion of the meeting. Lisa 

Houlahan spoke on farm stand signs, and permanent/temporary structure. Stacey Joseph 
asked Dave Perkins questions on fanning rights, farm stand signs, and 
permanent/temporary structures. Roger A very asked about fees for permits. Kim 
Milikowski asks about 6 week closing regulation. Chairman Mordasky closed public 
comment section. 
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10. Commissioners vote on agenda items. 
Chairman Mordasky asks if we should have a Best Management Practice Statement. Karl 
Milikowski makes a motion that we have no best management practice statement. Myron 
Avery seconded the motion. Marty Abromaitis descended the motion. Ken Crary moves 
to table the farm stand regulations. Don Bradway seconds the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously. Deb Szemreylo makes motion to accept the statement that Dave Perkins 
put together with Savannah Rummel. Ken Crary seconds the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

11. Adjournment 
Myron Avery made motion to adjourn. Don Bradway seconds the motion. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:05P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

~M 
Deb Szernreylo 


